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XVII tarptautinis fotografijos konkursas-paroda

JAUNAS ZMOGUS XXI AMZIUJE 2025

Parodoje pristatomose fotografijy serijose atsiskleidzia $iuolaikinio Zmogaus
gyvenimo akimirkos. Nuotraukose Zmonés, jvykiai ir detalés, atspindincios jauny
zmoniy pozitrj j XXI amziaus pasaulj.

Organizatoriai Rémeéjai Partneriai

XVIII tarptautiniam fotografijos konkursui
y,<Jaunas Zzmogus XXI amziuje 2026

buvo gauta 1180 nuotrauku, kurias pateiké 259
autoriai i§ Estijos, Lietuvos, Lenkijos, Ukrainos,
Kanados, Vengrijos, Australijos, Cekijos, Turki-
jos, Taivano.

Réméjai
Kauno miesto savivaldybeé

Partneriai
Kauno kolegijos menu ir ugdymo fakultetas

Vertinimo komisija

Lietuvos fotomenininkuy sajungos narys
VDU Siuolaikiniu meny katedros profesorius
Romualdas Pozerskis

Lietuvos fotomenininku sajungos narys,
VDU $iuolaikiniu menu katedros vedéjas
Tomas Pabedinskas

Fotomenininké
Aura Simkiené

Fotografé, tyreja, meno fotografijos déstytoja,
IPMA Festival valdové
Svetlana Batura

Lietuvos dokumentinés fotografijos kuréjas

Artaras Morozovas

Organizatoriai
Kauno moksleiviu techninés karybos centras

For the 18th International Photography Competition
“Young Person in the 21st Century 2026,”

1,180 photographs were submitted by 259 authors from
Estonia, Lithuania, Poland, Ukraine, Canada, Hungary,
Australia, Czech Republic, Turkey, and Taiwan.

Sponsors
Kaunas City Municipality

Patners

Faculty of Arts and Education at Kaunas University of
Applied Sciences

Jury members

Union of the Lithuanian art photographers, Member
Professor of VMU Faculty of Arts

Romualdas Pozerskis

Member of the Lithuanian Photographers Association,
Head of the Department of Contemporary Arts at Vytautas
Magnus University

Tomas Pabedinskas

Photographer
Aura Simkiené

Photographer, researcher, lecturer in fine art photography,
Director of IPMA Festival
Svetlana Batura

Chairman of the Lithuanian Photography Art Society, doc-
umentary photographer, lecturer
Artaras Morozovas

Organisers
Kaunas youth technical creativity center Head of VMU



We are grateful to organizations and tutors listed below
Estonia

Johvi, Photo Club “F8” (tutor Dmitryj Vorobjov).

Photo Club “Search” (tutor Dmitri Vorobjov).

Lithuania

Siauliai, Siauliai technology training centre (tutors Renata Chvoinikoviené, Lina Miseikiené, Giedré

Navickiené).

Siauliai, Department of arts and beauty services of Siauliai technology training centre (tutor Renata
Chvoinikoviené).

Kaunas, Kaunas youth technical creativity centre (tutor Greta Vainauskaite).

Mazeikiai, Mazeikiai children and youth multifunctional centre (tutor Renata Montvydaité).
Vilnius, Zemyna gymnasium (tutor Sigita Kaminskiené).

Kaunas, Kaunas information technology school (tutor Greta Vainauskaité, Meilé Leseviciute).
Kupiskis district, Alizava primary school (tutor Danuté Mikneviciené).

éilalé, Silalé art school (tutor Ilona Venckiené).

Vilkaviskis, Vilkaviskis children and youth centre (tutor Jonas JuSkevi¢ius, Andrius Birstonas).
Vilkaviskis, “AuSros” gymnasium (tutor Andrius BirStonas).

Vilkaviskis, Saloméja Néris primary school (tutor Andrius BirStonas).

Molétai, Molétai gymnasium (tutor Jolanta Liubeckaite).

Kulautuva, Kulautuva primary school (tutor Kolomba Bulotiené).

Kaunas, Vytautas Magnus university “Rasos” Gymnasium (tutor Virginija Gedeikiené).
Kaunas, Maironis university gymnasium (tutor Juraté Petrauskiené).

Alytus, Dainava progymnasium (tutor Arunas Vaitkus).

Siauliai, Saulius Sondeckis art gymnasium (tutor Aida Juskaité).

Kaunas, Kaunas international school (tutor Natalija Brizickaja-Zumbrickiené).

Klaipéda, KMSC studio “Febas” (tutor Valdas Ramanauskas).

Druskininkai, “Saulés” primary school, Photography non-formal education programme (tutor Ieva
Dovidauskiené).

Kaunas, LSMU gymnasium (tutor Jolita Grabliauskaité).

Klaipéda, Zaliakalnis gymnasium (tutor Jana Ananjeva).

Vilnius, “Laisvés” gymnasium (tutor Marius Janulevicius).

Marijampolé, Rimantas Stankevicius progymnasium (tutor Andrius BirStonas).

Kaunas, Juozas Grus$as art gymnasium (tutor Aidas Augustis, Erlendas Bartulis).
Panevézys, Mintis engineering gymnasium (tutor Renata TamoSianaité).
Kaunas, Tadas Ivanauskas progymnasium (tutor Erlendas Bartulis).

Pumpénai, Pumpénai gymnasium (tutor Aida Aurelija Garastaite).

Juodupé, Juodupé gymnasium (independent participant).

Druskininkai, “Ryto” gymnasium (tutor Virginijus Sutkus).

Kaunas, Kaunas Cadet lyceum (tutor Erlendas Bartulis).

Vilnius, Vilnius schoolchildren creativity and training centre (tutor Ausra GriSkonyté-Kavaliauskiené).
Panevézys, Vytautas Mikalauskas arts gymnasium (tutor Asta Mincyté).
Panevézys, Mykolas Karka primary School.

Kaunas, Herojus gymnasium (tutor Milda Urbgsyteé).

Kaunas, arts and design training centre (tutor Kristina Valaseviciené).

Alytus district, Simnas gymnasium (tutor Loreta Matulevi¢iené).

Vilnius, Karoliniskés gymnasium (tutor Rimantas Kisielius).

Poland

Warsaw, Bullerbyn primary School (tutor Karolina Galera).

Koszalin, Wladystaw Hasior state secondary school of fine arts (tutor Katarzyna Gwardiak-Kocur).
Bielsko-Biata, Julian Falat state secondary school of fine arts (tutor Joanna Chudy).

Koszalin, State High School of fine arts named after Wiadystaw Hasior in Koszalin (tutor Katarzyna

Gwardiak Kocur).

Ukraine

Chernivtsi, Chernivtsi center for young technicians named after Leonid Kadenyuk, Photo Studio “Po-
glyad” (tutor Mykola Oleksiyovych Yemelyanov).

Vyshneve, City center of scientific and technical creativity of student youth “Shans” (tutor Diana
Moteluk, Oksana Skrypnyk, Nataliya Liesova, Svitlana Razlomova).

Mykolaiv, Photo Studio “PhotoKrok” (tutor Iryna Guziy).

Mykolaiv, Higher Vocational School of Technology and Design (tutor Iryna Guziy).

Sumy, Photo Studio “My” (tutor Liubov Bespala).

Hungary
Dunatjvaros, Pannon education centre (tutor Adam Cser).



Australia
Newcastle, Merewether High School (tutor Yelena Dawson).

Czech Republic
Prague, Gymnéazium Evolution.

Grand Prix 12-16 years: Justé Bernotaiteé,
aged 16, Lithuania
“Between the parts and the whole”



A young person does not seek memories casually; the past is important to them. They strive to
understand their past because it helps them understand themselves and shapes their personal-
ity and character. Memories become a quiet refuge that teaches appreciation for simplicity and
provides inner peace in a changing world. They not only connect us to the past but also allow us
to maintain a bond with those who are no longer present. This series shows the importance of
memories and the past for a young person.

1st place 12-16 years: Hlieb Suprun, 1st place 17-19 years: Kamilé Kaveckaite,
aged 11, Ukraine aged 17, Lithuania
10 “Alter ego: Materialisation” “Traces of memories”
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I met them on a bridge, at a moment
when the city was moving at its usual
pace, yet they seemed

outside of it. They stood close, speak-
ing quietly, their gestures saying
more than words. In a world

where everything becomes faster and
more accessible, the need to be seen
and understood remains.

Yet intimacy does not always match
distance — it exists in pauses, glanc-
es, and what is left unsaid.

This series is not about a meeting,
but about what emerges between
people.

2nd place 12-16 years: Emilis Vaicekauskas,
aged 16, Lithuania
“Life is strange”

1st place 20-29 years: Oksana Parts-Farforovski,
aged 27, Estonia
“Between what remains”
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2nd place 12-16 years: Elzé Lauruténaite,
aged 16, Lithuania
»Episodes”

2nd place 17-19 years: Gusté Ramanauskaite,
aged 18, Lithuania
»Sonder”
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2nd place 17-19 years: Ieva Ivanauskaite,
aged 18, Lithuania
»(In)openes of the city”

This series is a visual narrative about a young person exploring urban spaces and encountering the (in)
openness of the city. The story begins with lowered blinds and red traffic lights, symbolizing bounda-
ries and inaccessibility. The journey continues through bus windows until it reaches sealed doors with
code locks—barriers created by the city within our everyday lives.

However, behind every restriction lies an opportunity: a stairwell becomes a space of freedom and un-
conventional rest, while library shelves open the door to a world of knowledge. The series culminates
in an emotional scream captured from above—an ultimate release, a reconciliation with the environ-
ment, and a reclaiming of personal space. This story invites reflection on how the city restricts us and
how, despite everything, we manage to find our own paths and unique forms of expression.

17
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2nd place 20-29 years: Zuzanna Wruszczak,
aged 20, Poland
,Deceit”

2nd place 20-29 years: Zuzanna Wruszczak,
aged 20, Poland
»2Monimit”
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3rd place 12-16 years: Doga Ergiin,
aged 15, Turkey
,Controlled oceans, wild souls”

My photography series called ,,SOLUS” is mainly focused on the feeling of loneliness among young
people. Word ,,solus” comes from latin language and it basically means ,alone”. Ai is creating connec-
tions with young people by using numbers and calculations Not EMOTIONS

It just chooses between options like GREEN or RED

Right or Wrong

People my age tend to use it a lot. to study to talk to feel

They all want to belong somewhere

Me too

But with an Al bot nothing truthly real

Its all calculated cold

3rd place 12-16 years: Magdalena Malcharek,
aged 16, Poland
»So0lus”

21



22

3rd place 12-16 years: Anna Indykova,
aged 16, Ukraine
»Beyond time”

3rd place 17-19 years: Alina Morozova,
aged 19, Lithuania
,Timeline”
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Timeline is a collection of fragments: memories, moments, and observations of people. They emerged
during a period of inner exhaustion, when there is a particularly strong desire to preserve what is

slipping away, and time feels blurred. Everything layers upon itself, merging into a single sensation in
which people and their feelings remain.

3rd place 17-19 years: Alina Morozova,
aged 19, Lithuania
»,Timeline”

24

The vague visions of your everlasting
memory.

3rd place 17-19 years: Serafimas Sergius Stefans,
aged 17, Lithuania
»Elusive Memories”

25
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Nomination for a creative search: Milena Menta Alves,
aged 18, Lithuania
»2Hidden Connections”

Nomination for a creative search: Oksana Parts-Farfovski,
aged 27, Estonia
,Home: Prison and shelter”

27
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3rd place 20-29 years: Aurelijus Janavicius,
aged 24, Lithuania
»,Noise”

Nomination: AI Interpretation. 1st place:
Goda Kononenkaite,
aged 16, Lithuania
»Reality”
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Nomination Al Interpretation:
Nora Pilypaityté
aged 15, Lithuania
»Young people in the age of artificial intelligence”

Nomination Al Interpretation.:

Adrianas Slezevicius
aged 16, Lithuania
»Digital Wave”
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Winter Kids follow the quiet poet-
ry of a single repeated gesture: the
climb and the fall, the effort and the
release. Each frame holds a moment
that is both fleeting and eternal — a
child mid-descent, arms out, wholly
present. A parent standing at the
top, watching. Bare trees reaching
into a pale winter sky. Long shadows
stretching across the snow like hands
on a clock, measuring an afternoon
that nobody wants to end.

Winter Kids are a love letter to the
season, and to the children who re-
mind us how to live inside it. To the
hill that asks nothing of you except
~ that you show up. To the winters we
remember, and the ones we are still
living.

Nomination for a creative search: Edvinas Petraitis, Nomination for a creative search: Puxi Ouya,
aged 16, Lithuania aged 15, Taiwan
»Winter Kids” ,Life light”
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Nomination for a creative search: Gintaras Silobrit,
aged 13, Lithuania
»Self-Portrait”

Nomination for a creative search: Eivinas Venckus,
aged 16, Lithuania
»Rehearsal”
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Nomination for a creative search: Dominyka Tamuleviéiute,
aged 13, Lithuania
,Connection”

There are quiet pauses where everything feels still. In those moments, thoughts take over
and time seems to fade.

Nomination for a creative search: Gusté Skirkaité,
aged 15, Lithuania
»,2Between Moments”
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Nomination for a creative search: Karina Laada,
aged 15, Estonia
»Mind gliches”

Nomination for a creative search: Amelia Jecek,
aged 17, Poland
y1lusion of childhood”
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Nomination for a creative search: Aleksandra Konert,
aged 18, Poland

,»Vision”

Nomination for a creative search: Kamilé Seikyte,
aged 18, Lithuania
,Colorful in Black and White”
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Vision is rarely immediate or complete. At times it is hidden, distorted, or uncertain before clarity
emerges. The eye becomes a symbol of perception, a place where inner experience and the outside
world meet. Moving between concealment and exposure, these images explore the fragile moment
when seeing begins to take shape. Each gaze holds traces of thought, memory, and emotion, suggest-
ing that understanding the world is not only about looking, but also about learning how to see.

Nomination for a creative search: Deina Gudelyte,
aged 19, Lihuania
»Between seeing and perception”

Nomination for a creative search: Liepa Ignataviéiute,
aged 17, Lihuania
»The Generation in Motion”
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Taken during a local concert in Siauliai, Lithuania, this series captures young musicians and
audiences immersed in live performance. Between smoke, movement, and spontaneous energy, the

images explore how music becomes a form of identity, community, and self-expression for a new
generation.

Nomination for a creative search: Lukas Milgedas,
aged 18, Lithuania
yoiauliai live”

Nomination for a creative search: Roksana Mazurek,
aged 17, Poland
»Memories”
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Oksana Parts-Farforovski,
aged 27, Estonia
,Discreoancy”

This series of photos is called “Mistica Orbis Terrarum”. It pictures the mystical world only our mind
can imagine. It shows the connection of nature with the other world.

Nomination for a creative search: Taisiia Babenko,
aged 16, Lithuania
, Touch”
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The An-225 “Mriya” made its first flight in 1988
and became a symbol of Ukraine’s strength and en-
gineering genius. In 2022, it was destroyed during
the battles for Hostomel. Despite this, the memory
of the legendary aircraft lives on. An online contest
was held in its honor, where children created mod-
els of “Mriya.” A total of 78 children from different
regions took part, showing their talent and love for
aviation. This proves that “Mriya” continues to in-
spire the younger generation to dream and create.

Nomination for a creative search:

Stefanko Anna, Beatric¢é Villuveit,
aged 15, Ukraina aged 24, Lithuania
»A dream takes fight again” »Stopped Time”
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Gabrielé Brukstuteé,
aged 17, Lithuania
HArtist”

We may be driving through the high-
way of our life but have no hold over
ourselves until we reach the end. It
associates with young people in the XXI
century the way we disconnect the mind
from the body while experiencing con-
stantly shifting moments.

Beatricé Sutkute,
aged 17, Lithuania
»2Highway hypnosis”
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Glass seems eternal - transparent, solid, as if untouched by time. Yet it is not the glass that is fragile,
but the people who create it. Their hands, once mastering fire, are quietly fading, almost unnoticed.
The craft is disappearing, turning into nothing more than an image on a screen. For a young person, it
feels distant, almost unnecessary. And while the glass remains, its creators slowly vanish.

Renata Montvydaite,
aged 22, Lithuania
»Things the younger generation will no longer learn”
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Nikita Sergejev,
aged 23, Estonia
,Childhood”
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Armanda Ambrazeviciute,
aged 24, Lithuania
»Eyes are the mirror of the soul”

Sometimes it feels like my whole life is endless rehearsals and exhaustion. Over and over again, I
practice movements and correct mistakes. It can be hard, but dancing is what truly makes me
happy. In the dance hall, I forget about everything...I love this path, even when I have no
strength left and want to stop. Because all of it is for the sake of that moment on stage.

Darja Terentjeva,
aged 24, Estonia
,For the sake of the moment”
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Adelina Ivanaviciute,
aged 20, Lithuania
»Shadows of the Mind”

This photography series demonstrates how perspective can alter our perception of size and space. By

using different angles, a person or object appears in an unusual, seemingly impossible situation. The
photographs invite viewers to question what they see and to realize that reality can be easily manipu-
lated and interpreted in different ways.

Vakaris Bajalis, Toma Sovaite,
aged 17-18, Lithuania
»Perspective Illusion”
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Everybody, at least once in their lives, becomes lost between their decisions. The weight of making
the right choice, taking the correct path at a crossroads, and not turning back—that responsibility hits
hard. It’s difficult to live with both decisions, and it’s also hard to commit to just one. But once you
clear things out, everything changes—life becomes full of experiences, and the choices you face feel

much easier to make. Choose the right path, no matter how long ago you feel you should have done it.

Sibilé Petkeviciute,
aged 17, Lithuania

»At a crossroads”
58

The vague visions of your everlasting memory.

Serafimas Sergius Stefans
aged 17, Lithuania
,Elusive Memories”
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Saulé Janciauskaité
aged 17, Lithuania
,Dialogues”

Rugilé Jankauskaite
aged 18, Lithuania
»,The Last Call”
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Ramunas Tvaskunas
aged 17, Lithuania
»,2Premonitions”

Povilas JanuSevicius
aged 19, Lithuania
,Dark day”
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This photographic series explores the
emotional landscape of a young man in
the 21st century. Through cold blue tones
and blurred natural forms, the

images reflect isolation, uncertainty, and
quiet introspection. The forest

becomes both a refuge and a maze—sym-
bolizing the search for identity in a
fast-moving, overwhelming world. The
absence of a visible subject suggests
invisibility and detachment, while the
light breaking through hints at hope and
the possibility of finding direction.

This photography series reveals the inner world of a young person through different states of being—
movement, concentration, and a silent gaze. Sport, reading, and direct engagement with the viewer
become distinct forms of self-discovery. Each frame captures a moment in which growth, uncertain-
ty, and the search for identity emerge. Youth is portrayed here as a constant transformation between
action and reflection. It is a story of existing between falling and flying.

Nerija Serksnaité Nelius Janavicius
aged 17, Lithuania aged 19, Lithuania
,Lost in the Blue Silence”” »Between the Fall and the Flight”
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Matas Bandzinas
aged 17, Lithuania
»My world is always mine”

Manté Kotryna Beinaryte
aged 19, Lithuania
,Tothebone”
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Taken at the Balloon Fiesta in Bristol, this series observes how young people engage with collective
moments in the 21st century. Between awe, distraction, and the urge to capture everything on a phone,
the photographs reflect a generation experiencing the world both directly and through the lens of tech-
nology.

Lukas Milgedas
aged 18, Lithuania
»Baloon fiesta”

Lukas Milgedas
aged 18, Lithuania
»oun ring”

69



70

Lidia Balcerzyk
aged 18, Poland
,Miss Infanta”

Play - the first language through which a young person discovers the world and themselves. The
freedom to touch, smear, and create turns into early mischief. From these small moments, the
journey of a young life gradually begins. After all, life itself is full of small acts of mischief and
discovery.

Kamilée Kaveckaite
aged 17, Lithuania
,2Mud Mischief”
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Eleonora Barabash
aged 18, Lithuania
,2Moments of Mallorca”

Many young people struggle with fitting in today’s society. Overcoming this difficulty can be trouble-
some and it takes a lot of effort, that’s why the majority of the younger generation “puts on a mask”
that covers up their true selves. So in the end we end up making fools of ourselves, for forgetting our
genuine personality, trying to please the environment around us.

Angelika Zieleznik
aged 17, Poland
,Clown Car”
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3rd place 20-29 years: Deimanté Rauckyteée
aged 21, Lithuania
»The Shadows Within”

Reémeéjai
Kauno miesto savivaldybé

Virselio Nr. 1 nuotraukos autoré
Semas Mistautas,

21 metu, Lietuva

,»UZslopinta siela”

Virselio Nr. 2 nuotraukos autoreé
Kamileé Seikyte,

aged 18, Lietuva

»opalvotai nespalvota”

Virselio Nr. 3 nuotraukos autoré
Aleksandra Konert,

aged 18, Poland

»Mano draugu asmenybés”

Maketavo
Justina Bilinskiené

Leidéjai
Kauno moksleiviy techninés kurybos centras

Organizatoriuy adresas

Kauno moksleiviy techninés kurybos centras,
V. Krévés pr. 63, Kaunas

LT-50356 Lietuva

El. pastas youngpeoplexxi@gmail.com
Interneto svetainé www.mtke.lt

Sponsors
Kaunas City Municipality

On the cover No 1 the photo by
Semas Mistautas,

aged 21, Lithuania
s»ouppressed soul”

On the cover No 2 the photo by
Kamileé Seikyte,

aged 18, Lithuania

,Colorful in Black and White”

On the cover No 3 the photo to by
Aleksandra Konert,

aged 18, Poland
»The personalities of My Friends”

Layout designer
Justina Bilinskiené

Publisher

Kaunas youth technical creativity center

Organizer's address

Kaunas students technical creativity center,
V. Krévés pr. 63, Kaunas

LT-50356 Lithuania

E-mail youngpeoplexxi@gmail.com
Website: www.mtke.lt






